
Year 5 Knowledge Organiser - Victorians 

Key information:

● The Victorian era was 1837-1901. This is the 
period of Queen Victoria's reign.

● Queen Victoria is the 
second longest serving 
monarch after Queen 
Elizabeth II. Queen Victoria
was the first monarch to 
live in Buckingham Palace.

● Many people moved from 
the country to cities to 
work in factories. There 
were many new inventions
including railways, electricity, photographs, 
cars and telephones.

● Children’s lives changed dramatically with 
new laws to stop them working in mines and 
factories. By the end of the Victorian era all 
children attended school. 

Timeline of events:

1837 – Queen Victoria crowned (aged 18 years).

1840 – Queen marries her cousin, Prince Albert.

1840 – First schools set up.

1844 – Factory act states children could start work 
from age 8 but had to have 2 hours schooling daily.

1851 – Great Exhibition.

1861 – Prince Albert dies.

1863 – First underground railway opens in London.

1870 – Dr Barnardo opens first home for boys.

1877 – Queen declared ‘Empress of India’.

1880 – Children 5-13 required to attend school (but 
had to pay).

1882 – First electric power station in London.

1891 – Education made free and compulsory for 
children 5-13.

1897 – Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee (50 years 
on the throne).

1901 – Queen Victoria dies. 

Key Vocabulary:
Workhouse – A place where people unable to support 

themselves went to live and work

Act - Parliamentary Act that makes a new law

Engineer - A person who uses science and maths to 
solve problems

Monarch - The King or Queen

Industrial Revolution – Transition to new 
manufacturing processes in Europe and the USA

Patriotism – Devotion to one’s own country and 
concern for its defence.

British Empire - Countries that were ruled by Britain

Historical skills and fieldwork:

Give examples of how life today differs from life in the 
victorian era.

Understand that events and people in the past can 
affect the way we behave now. Choose most 
appropriate way to present historical information to an 
audience.


