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Tuesday 17th March 2020 
 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
I wanted to update you on the most recent advice in relation to Coronavirus.   I am sure that many of 
you will have seen the press conference with the Prime Minister yesterday evening which outlined 
some changes to the national response. 
 
Self-isolation 
If a member of your family is displaying symptoms associated with Coronavirus (new, persistent 
cough and / or high temperature), all members of the household should self-isolate.   This period of 
self-isolation should now last for 14 days if more than one person lives in the household. 
 
Social contact 
Members of the public are being asked to minimise social contacts, for example going to pubs, 
restaurants or cinemas.   At this time, the advice is that schools should remain open. 
 
Vulnerable groups 
All people aged over seventy are classed as being more vulnerable to the virus.   Anyone aged 
under 70 is also classed as vulnerable if they have an underlying health conditions (i.e. anyone 
instructed to get a flu jab as an adult each year on medical grounds).   Further information can be 
found on Public Health England’s website.   Pregnant women have now also been added to the 
vulnerable groups.   For people in these groups the advice is that, from the weekend, they 
should be largely shielded from social contact for 12 weeks. 
 
 
As a school, we are taking the situation very seriously whilst ensuring that the children do not get 
over-anxious.   However, it is important that we minimise any risks to children and staff.   For the 
time being, parents will no longer be able to attend assemblies, and the Parent’s Evening 
scheduled for Wednesday 1st April has been cancelled.   I hope that you understand why these 
decisions have been taken, and that we can continue to work in close partnership when the public 
health emergency has passed. 
 
If the school does need to close, we will share this information on the school website 
(www.spongate-coventry.org.uk) and on Twitter (@SponGatePrimary). 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Wingrove 
Headteacher 

http://www.spongate-coventry.org.uk/

