
Curriculum Content 

What skills and knowledge we will cover through our teaching of topics 

Year 5 Tudors Ancient Greeks Natural Disasters Rainforests World War Two 

Science As scientists: 
Describe the movement of 
the Earth, and other 
planets, relative to the 
Sun in the solar system  
Describe the movement of 
the Moon relative to the 
Earth  
Describe the Sun, Earth 
and Moon as 
approximately spherical 
bodies  
Use the idea of the 
Earth’s rotation to 
explain day and night 
and the apparent 
movement of the sun 
across the sky.  
Understand how we 
experience day and night  
Understand that the sun 
is a star which is central 
to our solar system and 
that it has eight planets. 
Understand that the 
moon is a celestial body 
that orbits the Earth.  

As scientists: 
Describe the changes as 
humans develop to old 
age. 
Understand the timeline 
of humans which shows 
the key stages in growth 
and development. 
Understand the changes 
experienced in puberty. 

As scientists: 
Explain that unsupported 
objects fall towards the 
Earth because of the 
force of gravity acting 
between the Earth and 
the falling object.  
Identify the effects of 
air resistance, water 
resistance and friction 
that act between moving 
surfaces.  
Recognise that some 
mechanisms, including 
levers, pulleys and gears 
allow a smaller force to 
have greater effect 
 
Associate the brightness 
of a lamp or the volume 
of a buzzer with the 
number and voltage of 
cells used within a 
circuit. 
Compare and give 
reasons for variations in 
how components function. 

As scientists: 
Describe the differences 
in the lifecycles of a 
mammal, an amphibian 
an insect and a bird. 
Describe the life process 
of reproduction in some 
plants and animals. 
Observe life cycle changes 
in a variety of living 
things (plants in garden 
area) 
Compare lifecycles of 
plants and animals in 
local environment to those 
around the world (in 
desert areas and in 
prehistoric times) 
Research the work of 
naturalists and animal 
behaviourists, for 
example David 
Attenborough and Jade 
Goodall 
Understand that there 
are different types of 
reproduction, including 

As scientists: 
Compare and group 
together everyday 
materials on the basis of 
their properties, including 
their hardness, solubility, 
transparency, 
conductivity (electrical 
and thermal), and 
response to magnets  
Know that some materials 
will dissolve in liquid to 
form a solution, and 
describe how to recover a 
substance from a solution  
Use knowledge of solids, 
liquids and gases to 
decide how mixtures 
might be separated, 
including through 
filtering, sieving and 
evaporating  
Give reasons, based on 
evidence from 
comparative and fair 
tests, for the particular 
uses of everyday 



Look at the number of 
moons per planet.  
Understand the impact 
of looking directly at the 
sun.  
Compare the time of day 
and night in different 
countries. 
Create simple models of 
the solar system.  
Look at Stonehenge and 
understand why it could 
have been used as an 
astronomical clock. 
 

Use recognised symbols 
when representing a 
simple circuit in a 
diagram. 
Explore the effect of 
different components 
within a circuit for 
example what will happen 
if we add another cell.  
Use conventional circuit 
symbols to represent a 
simple circuit diagram.  
Use the terms current 
and voltage when talking 
about their 
understanding of 
electricity. 

sexual and asexual 
reproduction in plants 
and sexual reproduction 
in animals.  
Grow new plants from 
different parts of 
parent plants. 

materials, including 
metals, wood and plastic  
Demonstrate that 
dissolving, mixing and 
changes of state are 
reversible changes  
Explain that some 
changes result in the 
formation of new 
materials, and that this 
kind of change is not 
usually reversible. 
Group a broad range of 
materials showing 
knowledge gained in Year 
3 and 4 about 
magnetism and 
electricity.  
Explore reversible changes, 
including evaporating, 
filtering, sieving, melting 
and dissolving 
Explore changes which 
are difficult to reverse 
(Burning and rusting) 
Research how chemists 
create new materials 
(Spencer Silver- sticky 
notes) 
Begin to understand 
conductors and insulators 
of heat 



Observe and compare 
change when different 
materials are burnt.  
Understand importance 
of working safely when 
burning materials.  

History As historians: 
Use the terms Tudors 
and today 
Give explanations for 
why there may be 
different accounts of 
the same historical event 
Understand that events 
and people in the past 
can affect the way we 
behave now 
Choose most appropriate 
way to present historical 
information to an 
audience. 
Know when the Tudor 
period was and who the 
Tudors were 
Understand how the 
Tudors affected the 
exploration of other 
countries 
Know what changed in 
Britain during the Tudor 
time period 

As historians: 
Understand that events 
and people in the past 
can affect the way we 
behave now 
Use printed sources, the 
internet, pictures, photos, 
music, artefacts, 
databases, historic 
buildings and visits to 
collect information about 
the past. 
Choose reliable sources of 
evidence to answer a 
question or support 
discussion. 
Presents structured and 
organised findings about 
the past. 
Choose most appropriate 
way to present historical 
information to an 
audience. 
Carry out a study of 
Greek Life  

  As historians: 
Use printed sources, the 
internet, pictures, photos, 
music, artefacts, 
databases, historic 
buildings and visits to 
collect information about 
the past. 
Choose reliable sources of 
evidence to answer a 
question or support 
discussion. 
Understand that there 
may not always be one 
answer to historical 
questions. 
Presents structured and 
organised findings about 
the past. 
Understand why World 
War II occurred 
Identify key figures of 
World War II 
Know key 
events/situations which 



Know Tudor culture and 
leisure (William 
Shakespeare) 
Identify how the Tudors 
affected our lives today. 
Place a sequence local, 
national and 
international events on a 
timeline 
Give causes and 
consequences of historical 
events 
Identify changes and 
links within and across 
periods of time 
Identify social and 
cultural diversities of 
societies 

Understand Greek 
achievements 
Know the influence 
Greece had on the 
Western World. 
Know the legacy of Greek 
culture on later periods 
in British History 
 

occurred during World 
War II 
Understand what life 
may have been like 
during the war 
Place a sequence local, 
national and 
international events on a 
timeline 
Give causes and 
consequences of historical 
events 
Identify changes and 
links within and across 
periods of time 
Identify social and 
cultural diversities of 
societies 
 

Geography As geographers: 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of human 
geography (trade links) 

As geographers: 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of human 
geography (trade links) 
Begin to use 
digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and 
describe the features 
studied 
Use a six figure grid 
reference  to  build 
knowledge of a studied 
country/city 

As geographers: 
Describe and understand 
key aspects of physical 
geography (climate zones, 
volcanoes, earthquakes 
and the water cycle) 
Begin to use 
digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and 
describe the features 
studied 
Understand how the 
world is changing 

As geographers: 
Understand how the 
world is changing 
(physical geography) due 
to the impact of human 
geography  
Use a six figure grid 
reference  to  build 
knowledge of a studied 
country/city 
Use fieldwork to record 
and present the human 

As geographers: 
Use a six figure grid 
reference  to  build 
knowledge of a studied 
country/city 
Use a range of methods 
for fieldwork including 
sketch maps, plan and 
graphs. 
 



Name and locate the 
country of Greece 
Identify the capital city 
of Greece 
Understand geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom and Greece 
 
 

(physical geography) due 
to the impact of human 
geography  
Understand the impact 
of natural disasters 
Locate natural disaster 
risk areas 
Understand why natural 
disasters occur. 
 

features in the local 
area 
Use a range of methods 
for fieldwork including 
sketch maps, plan and 
graphs. 
 

DT  As evaluators: 
To evaluate against 
commercially made 
products. 
To evaluate the 
effectiveness of their 
product. 

As designers: 
To use an electrical 
circuit within a product 
and ensure that it is 
safe to use 
To control a product 
using a control 
box/program 
To select a method to 
make a product stronger 

 As designers: 
Design a product using 
ICT  
Communicate design 
ideas through annotated 
sketches 
Communicate design 
ideas using exploded 
diagrams 

Art As artists: 
Application - To plan 
and carry out screen 
printing 
Plan and apply learnt 
skills for a purpose – 
focus on modern artists 
such a Warhol 
 

As artists: 
Tone – To explore colour 
mixing and blending 
techniques 
Texture – To investigate 
application of 2 or more 
textures  

As artists: 
Shape – To use recycled, 

natural and man‐made 
materials to create 
sculptures. 
Plan, recreate and 
display - To recreate an 
image in 3D 

As artists: 
Plan a design a selection 
of designs that can be 
transferred onto fabric 
using dye, fabric crayons 
and pens or transfers 
Compare contemporary 
art work on collages and 
replicate using fabric by 

As artists: 
Explore the application of 
tone, shade and tint 
across a piece of work 
Painting evidences 
convincing scale, depth, 
texture, and tone through 
the majority of a piece. 



Form and shape –To 
develop correct proportions 
and placement. 
Perspective and 
Composition – To create 
perspective by having a 
single focal point and/or 
horizon 
Begin to create various 
effects by using different 
techniques such as dots. 
Comparing and describing 
rural and urban 
landscapes 
Investigate layering across 
a wide scene. Discussion of 
panoramic views – Use 
greyscale images as 
examples 
Experiment drawing from 
perspective from 
observation and from 
selected images. 
 

layering, overlapping or 
stitching. Examples of 
work could be taken 
from Gustav Klimt) 

To use colour and tone to 
express feeling.  
To explore the use of 
texture in colour.  
Analyse complimentary 
colours (E.g. Van Gogh 
uses a lot of 
complimentary colours. 
Children could have a 
selection of his images 
and have a discussion 
about the effect the 
complimentary colours 
give. They could then 
create their own image in 
the style of Van Gough 
using complimentary 
colours. 
Summer 2: 
Backgrounds - To add 
collage to a painted 
background 
Landscapes - To use 
different media, 
techniques, colours and 
textures 

Computing As computers operators:  
I can collaborate through 
online systems and work 
effectively on shared 
documents (e.g. Google 
docs, QR codes, padlet) 

As computers operators:  
I can use a range of 
search types on a 
standard search engine 
(e.g. videos, images) 

As computers operators:  
I can plan an 
investigation using data 
logging technology  
I can make predictions 
for an investigation 

As computers operators:  
I can design and write 
more complex programs 
I can use sequence, 
repetition and selection 

As computers operators:  
I can design and write 
more complex programs 
I can use sequence, 
repetition and selection 



I understand the 
difference between the 
internet and the world 
wide web 
I understand how data 
travels through the 
internet  
I can touch type on an 
Ipad 
I can select, use and 
combine the appropriate 
technology tools to create 
effects that will have an 
impact on others.  
I can change the 
orientation of a page to 
fit a specific purpose. 
I can format an image 
to change where it is 
positioned on a page.  
I can change the contrast 
of an image.  
I can save in an 
appropriate folder with 
an understanding of 
networks. 
I can retrieve work from 
different areas within a 
network. 
I can print scaled 
documents to meet a 
specific need. 

I can use Boolean 
operators (e.g. AND, OR, 
NOT) to refine my 
search to give me better 
results  
I understand how search 
engines select web pages 
I can evaluate digital 
content and use ‘trusted’ 
sites for research 
purposes 
I can use a range of 
shortcuts to make my 
word processing more 
efficient  
I can make corrections to 
my work by using spell 
checker. 
I can save in an 
appropriate folder with 
an understanding of 
networks. 
I can retrieve work from 
different areas within a 
network. 
I can print scaled 
documents to meet a 
specific need. 

I can use a datalogger to 
collect data 
I can choose an 
appropriate graphing 
package to represent the 
data. 
I can use the data to 
draw conclusions about 
an investigation 
I can enter formulae for 
the four operations into 
a spreadsheet 
I can use the SUM to 
calculate the total in a 
range of cells 
I can use data to answer 
questions and solve 
problems 
I can search and sort 
data to answer questions 
 
E-Safety Day – 
February: 
I know how to create a 
strong password and keep 
it safe. 
I understand the 
importance of reporting 
concerns to an adult.  
I am aware of a range 
of different ways to 

(if... then…) to 
program. 
I can use a variety of 
different programming 
environments E.g. 
Scratch 
I can control and 
simulate simple physical 
systems through a 
computer. E.g. a Lego 
Model  
I can use simple variables 
to improve a program 
I can use logical reasoning 
to debug more complex 
programs 
I can change the margin 
of a page. 
I can create my own 
templates to ensure 
consistency throughout a 
piece of work. 
I can send my work to 
the teacher via Showbie 
when using an Ipad. 
I can print scaled 
documents to meet a 
specific need. 
 
 

(if... then…) to 
program. 
I can use a variety of 
different programming 
environments E.g. 
Scratch 
I can control and 
simulate simple physical 
systems through a 
computer. E.g. a Lego 
Model  
I can use simple variables 
to improve a program 
I can use logical reasoning 
to debug more complex 
programs 
I can use text, images, 
sound and video editing 
tools to refine my work.  
I can save in an 
appropriate folder with 
an understanding of 
networks. 
I can retrieve work from 
different areas within a 
network. 
I can print scaled 
documents to meet a 
specific need. 



report a concern when 
online 
I am aware of the 
dangerous of sharing too 
much online and can 
explain the potential 
consequences of this.  
I know that anything I 
post online can be seen 
and used which may 
affect others.  
I can discuss the 
importance of choosing 
an age-appropriate 
website or game.  
I use technology 
respectfully and 
communicate kindly with 
others  
I know how to protect my 
computer or device from 
any threats or viruses 
I can insert and format 
a table and use this to 
display information 
I can review and improve 
my own work and 
support others to improve 
their work.  
I can print scaled 
documents to meet a 
specific need. 



 
 

Music Livin’ on a prayer The fresh prince of Bel 
Air 

Ukulele Ukulele 
Morning of music 

Ukulele 

 


