
Curriculum Content 

What skills and knowledge we will cover through our teaching of topics 

Year 3 Topic 1 
Say Cheese 

Topic 2  
Stone Age 

Topic 3 
China 

Topic 4 
The Romans 

Topic 5 
Canals 

As Scientists Animals including humans 
 
Identify that animals, 
including humans, need the 
right types and amount of 
nutrition and that they cannot 
make their own food; they get 
nutrition from what they eat. 
 
Identify that humans and 
some other animals have 
skeletons and muscles for 
support, protection and 
movement.   

 

Rocks 
 
Compare and group together 
different kinds of rocks on 
the basis of their appearance 
and simple physical properties. 
 
Describe in simple terms how 
fossils are formed when 
things that have lived are 
trapped within rock 
 

 Recognise that soils are made 
from rocks and organic 
matter  
 
 

 

Light 
 
Recognise that they need light in 
order to see things and that 
dark is the absence of light.  
 
Notice that light is reflected 
from surfaces. 
 
Recognise that light from the 
sun can be dangerous and that 
there are ways to protect their 
eyes. 
 
Recognise that shadows are 
formed when the light from a 
light source is blocked by a solid 
object. 
 
Find patterns in the way that 
the size of shadows change. 

 

Plants 
 

Identify and describe the 
functions of different parts 
of flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and 
flowers. 
 
Explore the requirements of 
plants for life and growth 
(air, light, water, nutrients 
from soil, and room to grow) 
and how they vary from plant 
to plant.  
 
Investigate the way in which 
water is transported within 
plants. 
 
Explore the part that flowers 
play in the life cycle of 
flowering plants including 
pollination, seed formation 
and seed dispersal 

 

Forces 
 
Compare how things move on 
different surfaces. 
 
Notice that some forces need 
contact between 2 objects, but 
magnetic forces can act at a 
distance. 
 
Observe how magnets attract or 
repel each and attract some 
materials and not others. 
 
Compare and group together a 
variety of everyday materials on 
the basis of whether they are 
attracted to a magnet, and 
identify some magnetic materials.   
 
Describe magnets as having 2 
poles 
 
Predict whether 2 magnets will 
attract or repel each other, 
depending on which poles are 
facing. 

 



As Historians  Understand how Britain 
changed from the Stone age 
to the Iron age 
Know the development of 
Neolithic hunter-gatherers to 
early farmers 
Understand the process of 
discovery and excavation of 
Skara Brae 
Understand Bronze age 
religion, technology and travel  
Use evidence to describe 
houses and settlements, 
culture and leisure activities, 
clothing and ways of life.  
Describe similarities and 
differences between people 
and events 
Use printed sources, the 
internet, pictures, photos, 
music, artefacts, historic 
buildings and visits to collect 
information about the past. 
Understand and use the 
words decade and century 
Use timelines to show the 
order of events 
Begin to understand that the 
past can be divided into 
different periods of time 
Ask questions such as ‘how 
did people ….? What did 
people do for ….?’ 

 

Develop chronological 
understanding of the 
development of China as a 
country.  
Know the history of the Great 
wall of China 
Know Chinese stories including 
that of the Chinese New Year 

 

Know the Roman Empire’s 
impact on Britain 
Understand the development 
of the Roman Empire’s army 
by AD 42 
Know about attempted 
invasions and invasions by 
Caesar and Claudius 
Know the history of Hadrian’s 
wall 
Understand British Resistance 
Begin to develop an understand 
settlement and the meaning of 
this 
Look at 2 versions of same 
event and identify differences 
in the accounts. 

 

 



As Geographers   Locate countries around the 
world using maps 
Study topographical features of 
a selected country. 
Use map, atlases and globes to 
locate countries studies and 
describe features studies 

 

 Understand geographical 
similarities (human and physical 
geography) of a non-European 
country  
Understand economic activity 
including trade links and the 
distribution of natural resources 
through canals 
Use fieldwork to observe human 
features (canals) using sketching 
and digital technologies. 
Use four figure grid references 
To understand the different 
water systems  

 

As Designers 
As Makers 
As Evaluators  

Design a product for a specific 
target audience 
Use a range of hand tools 
safely 
Make a free standing product 
using a strong/stable support 
(beginning to understand 
reinforcing) 
Evaluate against design 
criteria. 

 

Design a product for a 
specific target audience 
Select from a range of 
ingredients 
Measure accurately 
(grams/ml) 
Evaluate considering the views 
of others. 

 

  Develop design ideas through 
rough design through to final 
design 
Understand how simple moving 
mechanisms work 
Evaluate considering the views of 
others 

 

 
 

As Artists    
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 



As Computer 
Operators 
 

Multimedia 
Capture an image using a 
digital camera 
Locate an image on a memory 
card 
Import a picture 
Resize and crop an image 
 
Edit the colour, size and type 
of font. 
Print multiple copies of my 
work. 
 

Multimedia 
Save my document regularly 
as I work and I know the 
difference between save and 
save as.  
Retrieve my work efficiently 
using recent documents 
 
Make text bold, italic or 
underline and know when to 
use these 
Type using both of my hands 
Align text left, right, centre 
and justify and know when to 
use these. 
Add columns to my work. 
Use the undo and redo button 
to edit my work. 
Identify when a word is spelt 
wrong and change it to the 
correct spelling. 
 
Computers in our lives 
I understand what a search 
engine is 
I can search using a child 
friendly search engine (e.g. 
SafeSearch) 
Understand simple ways of 
refining my search to give me 
better results (e.g. using the 
word for children) 
Bookmark a page by creating a 
favourite 
Recognise when digital content 
is clearly wrong 

Multimedia 
Combine a mixture of text, 
images and sound 
appropriately. 
Organise and present 
information for a specific 
audience. 
Evaluate my own work and 
make suitable changes. 
Use an appropriate tool to 
share my work online. 
 
Data Collection 
Add my own data to create a 
bar chart with an appropriate 
title and labels. 
Answer simple questions using 
a bar chart 
 
Computers in our lives  
(Safer Internet Day) 
Talk about what makes a 
secure password and why they 
are important.  
Talk about the ways I can 
protect myself and my friends 
from harm online.  
Know what to do if I have any 
concerns when I am online 
Know that anything I post 
online can be seen by others. 
Understand the importance of 
being respectful and kind to 
others when online. 
 
 

Programming 
To recognise and debug a bug 
in a programme  
I can write algorithms that 
achieve specific goals e.g. to 
draw a rectangle in Textease   
I can control a floor turtle to 
achieve a given aim using a 
set of commands 
I can use a variety of on 
screen programming 
environments 
I can recognise a command in 
a program which causes an 
error and use this to debug 
the program 
 

Multimedia 
Develop an animation by taking 
screenshots (I can animate) 
 



As Musicians  Coventry Music Vocal and 
percussion  

 

Three Little birds The dragon song Bringing us together Reflect, Rewind, Replay 

 


